Bear 3am, 8/16/88 

Today's funeral of Edvard Bennett Williams is big news hereabouts - more than a 
full page in newspapers , all over the electronic media, etc, I can t remember as much 
attention to a funeral other than of a president or J, Edgar Hoover, Reminds me that 
1 once told you that what is wrong with ifie Orioles is Williams. But I never told you 
what our experiences were tiiat make us have the opinion of him we have, 

Hacx in the late 1950s our farming was ruined by low-flying military helicopters, 
a lawyer friend got the Joe liauh law firm to take the case, where it was handled by 
the junior partner, ^ohn Silard. Itauh is the ADA. liberal, Silard is the nephew of 
the great Leo Szilard, the nuclear scientist, X did what John asked of me and we 
believed he knew what he was doing. On the lav; , he did. On preparing a case for 
trial, he didn't, I first learned of "proof of loss" when I was testifying. He 
load not gone over any of this with Lil kept good books. He had, in fact, not 

oven reviewed the testimony he wanted ^from me) until we await&d^ij the judge in his 
courtroom. As a result I was asked dirty questions I could not tken answer, :^1 
provided the significant answers a3 soon as I was home from the courtroom. In fact 
it made me look like a liar because the government had out tax returns and they did not 
show the loss we claimed, I was so shocked I could not think ifoi3 through on. the 
witness stand. In fact those ttn: records proved a great loss because we had about the 
same income from doubled capacity. In spite of Silard' s negligence if not also in- 
competence we won a small sum and thus established a major principle of lav; - the 
property owner's ownership of the air space above his property to the point required 
for Ins enjoyment of his constitutional right to own property. With the principle estab- 
lished but the suit limited to tVp damages sustained to the day the suit was f:j.led 
only, I wanted thorn to go ahead and file for subsequent damages, Johnny wouldn t and 
on my own I was able to arrange a liigh-levol Pentagon conference at which we actually 
worked out a settlement. Only in the last minute the Army decided not to abide by 
this settlement arranged by the Bepartment of Hofenso. I was lef thunder the impression 
that the statidb of limitations was stopped by the filing of the claims X did file, I 
then started looking for a lawyer but wasn't getting far, 

We then were friend;? of the Charles ix at]iiase3, %c then was a Congressman. His 
wife Ann v;a3 a fine woman, Ann suggested that Mac had a high opiniin of Williams so 
why didn't I approach him? I did, he invited Lil and me in and he agreed to take the 
case. Waning his firm did. He then had a young lawyer who had just joined his staff, 
Peter Taft. Yup, grandson or great-grandson of the president. Only Taft kept finding 
excuses for not getting anything done. I made almost weekly trips in to their offices 
but nothing liappened, Taft had to break one appointment because Williams had him busy 
getting draft exemptions for Redskins or potential ^edakins. One was a quarterback from 
Tennessee, I remember that. In short, Taft dragged it out for some years. Then I got 
a letter from him, handwritten, en route to Orange ^ounty, CA. , where he planned to 
run for Congress. He 3 ent it from Arizona or New Mexico and he resigned from the oase. 

I phoned the judge's office, was invited in, the judge had a rep. of the U,S» Attorney 
for Baltimore there, and the judge refused to release ^aft from hi3 obligations. The 
tru£h is that the obligation wa3 Williams', I did not authorize him to give the case 
to Taft and Tuft had never told no that this had happeoiid, if it ever did,/, 

^0 you can hotter understand Williams on this, this judge confirmed in this 
conference what I'd believed: that l'd already won the lawsuit and that the only 
question was the extent of the subsequent damages, . J 

There had been a young lawyer in the U.3. Attorney's office that left it. I had 
a good opinion of hira so x wrote him and asked/ him if he could take the case. Ho, I 
think I went in and saw him. H 0 3a id he coulchi t but he'd get me counsel. He did, the 
biggest firm in Maryland. They assigned the case to a staff lawyer, Harvey Clapp, It 
was very hard to reason with Harvey, who war the scholar type, because he had a narrow 
view of the law books and seemed limited to this. A different lawyer was to handle the 


2 


trial work and. ho was excited about it. We met and he made it clear. Then^, all of 
s"Udden, the government claimed that the statute of limitations had run while Williams 
was representing us. Clapp et all never picked this up, believe it or not. ~&o , Clapp 
started leaning on me to settle for a very. small sum. I kept refusing for a very 
simple reason he could not see: if I collects i 30 much as a single penny in personal 
damages for til and/or mo I'd be setting still a new principle of law. I was as certain 
as one can bo that however they presented a tough front, the government would not risk 
tills. (l jump ahead: I was correct.) Clapp kept pressuring me to accept small sums as 
he got the government to inch them up and I finally told him that the minimum I would 
accent is the amount of money I still owed on our mortgage as of the day the case 
was settled. And I inisted that the 3um be damages of a personal nature to be, as they 
were, tax exempt. Clapp insisted they'd not accept and I kept saying then I'd see them 
in court. And they did accept and that is how we got this place paid off. 

duly Clap n didn$t do anything about the Williams negligence in letting the 
statute of limitations run. X got a young lawyer who then had had no trial experience 
to take the case, ho kept saying that there was no rush to file under District of 
Columbia law, and when he finally did file the case he learned that he either was 
wrong or thajf? Williams had done some successful finaggling. More, he got Clapp to 
file; a false affidavit when, it was Ms Word against mine. In all of tills it is hard 
to understand why Williams, who carries insurance, had to further gyp an aging couple 
he liad already screwed, but th at is the km id of fine, upstanding citizen he was. 

We never had any words, no argument, and all I can think of is my first book on the 
Warren Commission. Soft had, it turned out, worked for Warren. And Williams Mred him 
as a favor to Warren. 

A aid o on lawyers: I'd done things to help Children's Capital and a couple of 
women i" n their oublic fB rations office liud had an accident handled by the son of the 
nan who was known as The King Of 'forts in D.C., Alvin Hewmeyer. She arranged for him 
to see mo, I went in, he listened and he told me "You are a famous man, «r# Woisb^r," 
moaning in the decisions. He took mo to their library, got a boocK, down and showed me 
this decision I'd first won was a precedent and that the first case filed using it as 
a precedent got those litigants S3, 000,000. More than 20 years ago tjjat was quite a sum. 

H e then told me he'd not take the case. X asked Mm why and he said I can get all the 
work I want at 33/ but I'm limited to 20/ in a case against the government." So, he 
handled a S3, 000 case for the women who sent me to him, getting a tMrd of that, but 
it somehow didnlt occur to Mm that if we got what we could easily have gotten, more 
t han W100,000, he have much more than a little less than 01700, Oreat minds, huh? I 
often tMuk Shakespeare was right, first let us kill all the lawyers. 

Williams' first fame came when' ho represented Senator Joe McCarthy. The firmSs 
oresentmost spectacular client is Oliver North and it is the firm that corrupted the 
hearings mid intimidated the Senators openly beginning before the first hearing. 

Earlier Williams had been part of the coverup of intelligence excesses because he then 
was on the president's so-called intelligence oversight board. They never even slapped 

a wrist. 

Lil just reminded me that once when she and I went in to see him to get 3 ometMng done 
he told us he never took a case ho didn't pursue. She added, "There aren't many people I've 
had a real dislike for but he's one." 


Best, 


